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“SHAPE subjects help shape how we see the world, how we 
might change it, and how we express ourselves. ‘Shape’ is also a 
verb and a noun, and so wonderfully flexible. You can shape the 

future. You can say you’re a shaper or SHAPE person!”

Julia Black, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)



“…HSS constitute 38% of total research 
output annually, and that they produce 

more than 40% of all doctorates 
annually…”

Mouton, 2011, South African Journal of Science





ALL HAVE AN ACTIVE SHAPE 
RESEARCH PROGRAMME IN 

SOME FORM



How can SHAPE contribute to Knowledge/Technology 
Transfer?

Assist in framing challenges in novel ways by asking probing questions and rethinking 

assumptions

• Create new means of assessing the difficult-to-measure 

• for example, productivity, business-to-business collaborations, and effect

• Assist in understanding biases and why workers, supervisors, and consumers act the way 

they do

• Collaborative product, service, and design process development

• Collaborate with regulators, government, and politicians to provide evidence for change



Motivation and awareness
Why is there a need for K/TT from and with SHAPE? How do we create awareness and 
appreciation of K/TT practices in SHAPE scientists and students?

Capacity Building & Support
How can institutions support (structurally and through service provision) sustainable SHAPE 
K/TT activities?

Foster SHAPE Start-Up Activities
Which methods can be used to integrate SHAPE more into the start-up landscape?

Topics that need to be tackled in relation to KT/TT in SHAPE



SHAPE Innovations from 
the EU and South 
African Contexts



Examples of SHAPE Innovations 
from Europe



Combining Computational & Psycho-
Linguistics





What do these spin-offs have in common?

• Rooted in research

• Focused on finding a solution to a ‘real problem’ or challenge in society 
• DEMAND DRIVEN

• Combine expertise in SHAPE with technology/software

• No Patents

• Open for partnerships

• Money is not the first driver, nor charity - however cashflow is important

• Differentiator: the integrated approach, the content, the understanding of the 
“Why” and the needs of the community, the collaboration with other innovation 
actors within the ecosystem



Examples of SHAPE Innovations 
from South African HEIs









Resources for K/TTOs and 
SHAPE Researchers



SARIMA (Southern African Research & Innovation Managers Association) 

SHAPE Community of Practice



SARIMA SHAPE Community 
of Practice – Toolkits and Resources











Thank you!

Questions?



https://educationcollab.ashesi.edu.gh/about-us
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